
 

71 Bank St., 7th floor, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5N2 Canada • Tel: 613-236-4901  

E-mail: copa@copanational.org  •  Web: www.copanational.org 
 

Working for your Freedom to Fly since 1952 

December 2015 President’s Corner 
 
NEW: COPA Lifetime Membership! 
Are you ready to show your appreciation and become a proud COPA ambassador?  
Are you committed to COPA and to the freedom to fly that we enjoy?  Are you 
ready to invest in protecting that freedom?  Become a COPA Lifetime 
Membership for $1,000!  Never worry about your membership lapsing or having 
to pay dues again.  Proudly wear a special “COPA lifetime” pin, a lifetime member 
cap, a special lifetime membership card and a personalized certificate for your 
involvement in the future or personal aviation in Canada.  Please contact our 
office (1 613-236-4901) for the details on becoming a privileged member. 
 
Waiting to meet our next Transport Minister 
I am anxiously waiting to meet the new Transport Minister in Ottawa.  If the 
Minister adopts the tone the new Prime Minister is setting, I anticipate 
collaboration and openness that should prove productive.  If you go back to the 
answers we received (p. 11, Nov COPA Flight), specifically to question 3: “Liberals 
know that we need better and clearer rules regarding the development of 
aerodromes. We will work with the provinces and municipalities and stakeholders 
such as COPA to ensure aerodromes operate within their communities in a manner 
that allows them to serve the needs of pilots and passengers and respects 
community interests. We will fully embrace our constitutional responsibility to 
regulate aviation, and ensure that future changes are made with the full 
consultation of stakeholders.“   The last sentence, those last words, that’s a 
refreshing start, wouldn’t you say?  As I said, I am really looking forward to 
working with the new Minister and his or her team. 
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Our precious resource: our members  
In my September column, I mentioned tapping into our membership to engage 
and empower our members, so that they can in turn help COPA and the aviation 
community.   I am glad to report that we have had some members come forward 
and put their expertise to work for your association.   They have helped with 
cases such as IFR training, Search and Rescue (SAR) and emergency locator 
transmitters (ELTs).  We are looking for more help and expertise in different fields 
(e.g. aviation medicine; website design).  Should you be able to help us and have 
an expertise in a field that can be of help, pleased let me know 
bgervais@copanational.org. 
 
Reflections on the last year, looking ahead to the next. 
This year has given its share of challenges for COPA.  First, thanks to our board of 
directors, COPA has been able to go through a major transition of not having a 
President for the first six months.  Then I came on board and took the first few 
weeks to get my bearings.  Early on, I had a chance to meet some wonderful 
people from many of our Flights across the country, and am looking forward to 
meeting even more.  As you will read in Tim Cole’s article, I made my first 
incursion west of the Rockies this year, yes my very first. 
 
This upcoming year will also give us its fair share of opportunities.  It is time for us 
to have a serious reflection, update and review our strategic plan, to look where 
we are, see where we want to be in the next few years.  We are looking at the 
way we communicate with you, the members, with our partners and the groups 
we interact with.   How do we get the younger generation to jump on board and 
work with us?  How can we best use modern tools and communication methods?  
This will include reviewing our website, looking at our newspaper, our branding.  
A survey will be sent out to a target audience and in-depth discussions should 
take place with some stakeholders.   
 
In the meantime, go out and enjoy winter flying; iron out the creases with an 
instructor; bring someone that never went up and share the privilege of flying.  
Happy holidays everyone! 
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