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The perfect storm 

Needless to say, the last few months have kept COPA busy.  Private aviation has 

been challenged by two Notices of Proposed Amendment (NPAs): one for 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) and one for, once again, making 406MHz ELTs 

mandatory.  COPA has also prepared comments to a first proposal in the Canada 

Gazette (also known as “Gazette 1”) of what followed the April 2015 focus group 

meeting on responsible aerodrome development.  All of these required COPA’s 

input, all needed COPA’s attention for the future of our freedom to fly, and all 

occurred at the same time.  The perfect regulatory storm. 

 

UAVs 

Sometimes called drones, UAV’s have been in the news across the country and we 

hear about them more and more.  The threats they pose, in the hands of 

uninformed or ill-informed users, could be extremely serious.  They have negatively 

impacted fire-fighting efforts in the west of the continent and have been in the way 

of other manned aircraft.  These potentially dangerous acts by UAV operators have 

prompted Transport Canada (TC) to quickly issue a public statement and an 

accompanying video reminding operators of the basic safety operating rules - a 

commendable action by TC.  UAVs have also been seen in the flight paths of 

landing airliners and have been flown at altitudes that are a menace to personal 

aviation.  At COPA, we want to embrace and promote the development and uses of 

technology in aviation, but we also want the skies safe for everyone.  We have a role 
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to help inform the UAV operators of the rules and regulations and we look forward 

to helping to create a safer UAV operating environment.  To this end COPA has 

created a proposal that suggests setting up a competency program for recreational 

UAV operators, much like the one in place for recreational boaters across the 

country.  Commercial UAV operators would need a pilot permit. Our proposal has 

been forwarded to TC already.  You can read up on our comment on our 

www.copanational.org the website.  

 

ELTs 

With pressure from the Auditor General to reduce costs associated with 121.5MHz 

false alarms, Department of National Defense (DND) is once again putting pressure 

on TC to mandate the use of 406MHz ELTs.  As you will read in our response on our 

website one of the reasons we still believe that mandating them across the board is 

not the solution, is that they have still not proven more effective in ensuring the 

safety of flight than when they first came out.  They sometimes don’t activate, the 

antenna can easily breaks off, and they can be totally ineffective under water. The 

latest example of a malfunctioning ELT occurred at an unfortunate accident in 

Québec last August, when a floatplane crashed in a wooded area.  It had a 406MHz, 

but it did not activate.  There are several examples like that every year, all over the 

world.  Until there is something as effective as let’s say seat belts and air bags in a 

car, we should all use the best tools at our disposal- flight plans, itineraries, SPOTs, 

personal locator beacons, 406MHz or 121.5MHz ELTs and a safety-first approach to 

flying.  Mandating something that only works in optimal conditions is not the 

answer. 

 

Gazette 1 comments to responsible aerodrome development 

We have proposed some important changes to what was written in the first 

proposal in Gazette 1.  For example, these changes would include excluding water 

and ice or snow aerodromes and applying a different trigger for aerodrome work 

requiring consultation.  Should you own or manage an as-of-yet unregistered 

aerodrome, we urge you to build up the history of your aerodrome and document 
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all that has been done to establish and improve the aircraft facility.  Please read up 

on our response, specifically section 6, of our submission to TC, which you can also 

find on our website.  The next iteration of proposals then goes to Gazette 2 which 

pretty much becomes law.   

 

Questions for our politicians  

The next few weeks leading up to the Oct. 19 elections will provide plenty of 

opportunities for some of you to be at town-hall meetings to meet and greet 

potential MPs.  I have contacted COPA members and others for pertinent questions 

that could be asked of a candidate and below are two examples that you could 

bring to political meetings.  I will also send them to the political parties and see how 

they respond.  

 

Q1. Knowing that the federal government has constitutional responsibility and 

authority for aviation in Canada, how would you rate its effectiveness in executing 

this authority and responsibility?  Do you see any weaknesses, failures or 

shortcomings?  Do you have any suggestions or recommendations for the federal 

government in this matter? 

 

Q2. In 1994, the federal government began to divest itself of ownership in many 

local Canadian airports.  The vast expanse of Canada demands an efficient aviation 

system to service its many far-lying regions and the cost of maintaining an airport is 

a huge burden for many small local governments.  Does your government have any 

intention of aiding the local governments to keep local airports functional to help in 

servicing the vastness of Canada?  And if so, what will you and your party do to 

ensure that Canada has a National Airports Policy that supports small community 

airports? 

 

If you have more questions that should be shared with the members, please forward 

them to me bgervais@copanational.org so we can put them on our website. 
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Mark your calendars!  Nova Scotia, June 24-26, 2016 

Our next Annual General Meeting will be taking place in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia on 

June 25 2016.  But it will be more than the annual AGM.  A local team including 

members of COPA flight #63 and our national office staff, have been working 

together to make this event a memorable one.  The fun starts on Friday, the day 

before the AGM, with enthusiastic exhibitors on site, informative seminars and a 

mouth-watering BBQ in the evening.  The AGM takes place early Saturday, after 

which you can chat with the exhibitors and continue with interesting seminars.  The 

day closes with a maritime feast no one will forget.   

 

Fly in to Yarmouth (CYQI) on wheels, or land on the short grass runway at Finlay 

(CDH3) or on Hoopers Lake (CDT2) with your float plane.  Or perhaps arrive Halifax 

commercially, from where you can drive to Yarmouth while discovering the beauties 

of Nova Scotia.  Why not take more time off and plan a vacation around our event?  

Our organizers are looking at different options so you can enjoy some time in the 

Maritimes, making this a memorable week.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


